
 

 

 

 

  

 

As can be seen on pages 306 to 314 in the 

chapter titled My Feelings the structure of 

paragraphs are more so that of stanzas in a 

poem while on pages 108 to 111 in the chapter 

titled Why I’m Not Where You Are the 

paragraphs are more square and organized. The 

changing of paragraph styles as well as their 

differences in personalities depicts the 

character’s state of mind; this better captures 

the audience’s attention as well as conveys to 

them how Oskar or his Grandfather feels in 

that particular point of the novel. In My 

Feelings the topic is more emotion based and 

much more personal to Oskar’s grandfather 

than other chapters as he truly conveys his 

emotional connection towards Oskar’s 

grandmother rather than just stating his day to 

day life with her and the buildup of things that 

led him to leave her in the chapter Why I’m Not 

Where You Are. Overall the paragraph 

structure follows the thought process and 

emotional connection to the current set of 

affairs that the character in question is taking 

part in. 

Contrast to the rapid succession of common 

images at the end of the novel, throughout the 

novel images are scattered every which way, 

and have in some cases no relation to the 

current subject. The images that do however 

fall into context often display a visual 

representation of either what Oskar is directly 

talking about or a symbol of the topic. As the 

book moves along Oskar’s randomized thought 

processes the audience begins to notice how 

his once spacey uncertain train of thought 

develops from random organization and 

representation to concise points and topics.   
 

 

By the end of the book, we (the audience) see 

how Oskar's mindset has changed. In the final few 

pages, we see Oskar share his thoughts about what 

happened on "the worst day", and though he 

concludes with regret, he shows ultimate 

acceptance. The main writing element that gives 

off this impression is that, we see a fluent chain of 

thoughts, as opposed to the random and 

overlapping thoughts discussed earlier. Foer 

shows that as a result of his journey, Oskar has 

experienced immense emotional growth, and 

despite a lack of closure on the key, his mind is at 

rest. The last line "we would have been safe", 

encapsulates the idea of acceptance.  

While we see this emotional growth in writing, 

we also see it in pictures. In the last chapter, Oskar 

takes a series of images that he finds of a man 

falling out of the world trade center. He imagines 

that this is his father, and puts the images in 

reverse order to make the pictures more positive. 

This is parallel with the reverse chronological 

order of events on 9/11 that Oskar shares. The last 

pages of the book are a flip book of the images 

showing the man falling up into the sky. This goes 

along with the theme of acceptance at the 

conclusion of the novel, and Oskar putting his 

mind at peace. Foer puts these images at the end of 

the book to conclude with the same positive tone 

as Oskar, and ultimately accept what has 

happened. 
 



 
In Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close Foer 

uses two characters, Oscar and his 

Grandfather, Thomas, to show how grief 

affects us all, and how this grief can define and 

corrupt a person's life, or how it can be the 

catalyst that forces a person to grow, overcome 

challenges, and eventually become better 

because of it. Both were alive during extreme 

tragedies in which they both lost someone 

whom they dearly loved. In Oskar’s case this 

was his father during 9/11 and in the case of 

Thomas, it was his lover Anna who he lost in 

the bombing of Dresden. Despite this 

similarity, Foer creates a stark difference in 

how both characters deal with the loss. Oscars 

grandfather is never able to recover from the 

loss of Anna, which causes him to lose the 

ability to speak and become withdrawn and 

lonely. Foer shows us this metaphorically 

through the use of the one-sentence pages that 

comprise Thomas Schell’s life. These lonely 

words among a sea of text are a concise and 

effective metaphor symbolizing how grief has 

forever changed Thomas’ life.  Oskar manages 

to deal with this loss and depression in a 

different way. While Oscar is undoubtedly 

burdened with the same depression and sense 

of loss as Thomas, as symbolized by his 

“heavy boots” he manages his anxiety by 

coming up with marvelous inventions in order 

to prevent the pain and suffering he currently 

feels. These inventions span from an 

ambulance with messages flashing on the top 

to alert people to the status of the patient 

within, to speakers on skyscrapers so birds 

won’t fly into them and die. Just as he becomes 

more inventive, he becomes more social on his 

quest to find “Black”. He meets many new 

people, and throughout the journey we watch 

Oskar grow become, overcome challenges and 

eventually become better for it.  
 


