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Cormac McCarthy looks grimly on the world. By 
the end of his book, All the Pretty Horses, the 
reader does as well. McCarthy writes uniquely, 
and his style, while authentic, produces an aura of 
the otherworldly. He captures the suffering and 
the beauty of the world in one compelling 
narrative that leaves his reader wondering if the 
world she lives in has any integrity to offer.  

McCarthy holds his narrative together with 
polysyndetic syntax through which he portrays the 
beauty of the landscapes and tells the story of his 
main character, John Grady Cole. Polysyndetic 
syntax lacks predictability, as thoughts can be 
carried on indefinitely and multiple major points 
can be covered in the same sentence. In the same 
way John Grady’s life does not follow his or the 
reader’s expectations. He does not experience the 
joys of life, but instead encounters pain at every 
turn, even though he is honest and young.  
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While John Grady suffers, McCarthy writes him 
into a stunning landscape of rugged beauty and 
order. Pain and beauty cloud together as John 
Grady gets trampled under the stampede of of 
life’s realities. At one point, while John Grady is 
in excruciating pain from a festering bullet wound, 
McCarthy writes, “They followed a dry 
watercourse up under a dark rincón in the rocks 
and picked their way over a flood barricade of 
boulders tumbled in the floor of the wash and 
emerged upon a stone tinaja in the center of which 
lay a shallow basin of water, perfectly round, 
perfectly black, where the night stars were lensed 
in perfect stillness” (272).  Thus it is that 
McCarthy juxtaposes what the reader likes to keep 
separate, and forces the reader to realize that the 
world has less integrity to offer than she would 
wish. 

 


