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French: The Forgotten Language at LRHS  

 “We have French class here?” It is not uncommon for me to hear these astounded mutterings as I 

enter my French classroom at Leesville Road High School. Most students only know of the numerous 

Latin and Spanish classes peppering the upstairs hallway. If one is not aware of their surroundings, the 

classroom can be easily missed. The seeming invisibility of the French program results from having only 

a single teacher responsible for it. Simply replacing a single Spanish teacher with one French teacher 

would ripple into many waves of positive results. Like throwing a pebble into a pond, the effortless action 

would create a chain reaction of the growth of the French program. Other language teachers and the 

principal may view this change as superfluous, or even damaging to their department. On the contrary, it 

would only result in the increase of participation in the French program. Thus, there should be an 

additional French teacher to ensure the ability to excel in the language, a greater school-wide awareness 

of the program, and to provide the current French teacher with greater support. 

Of the nine world language teachers, there are six that teach Spanish, two for Latin, and only one 

for French. This stark imbalance limits the opportunities in growth for both the teachers and the students. 

Because there is only one teacher, students taking French have a limited opportunity to further excel in 

the language. The most apparent of these being that both Spanish and Latin offer an advanced placement 

course, while French does not. This seemingly trivial detail causes students to view French as a dead end, 

rather than a path of new and exciting knowledge. Moreover, there is only one slot of time that a student 

can take either French III or French IV/V, considerably limiting a students’ schedule. The lack of an 

advanced placement course coupled with the higher-level classes only offered during one period during 
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the entire school year culminates to a significantly reduced program compared to the other world 

languages. Spanish teachers may question: why is there a need for more French teachers if the demand of 

class is so small? The demand for French is so small mainly due to the fact that many students are 

unknowing of the availability of the course. Integrating an additional French teacher will boost its 

presence and in turn attract more students to the course. 

Only having one French teacher, not only reduces the students’ ability to excel, but also places 

immense stress on the teacher. Being the sole teacher makes it exceedingly difficult to collaborate with 

other instructors to formulate new ideas for teaching styles and class activities. The teacher, much like 

Atlas who held the whole sky on his shoulders, must maintain the entire French program afloat. The 

principal may argue that collaboration with other world language teachers is nearly identical, despite 

teaching different languages. However, grammar and structure differs with every language; a 

one-size-fits-all cookie cutter approach does not generate sufficient results. Next, when a student wishes 

to pursue French, the student gets repeatedly taught by the same teacher. Of course, this allows a strong 

relationship to form, but creates many limitations. The student is only exposed to one teaching method 

and students may refuse to further pursue French because of discord with the teacher. 

Ideally, out of the nine teachers and three languages, there should be three of each. However, by 

replacing one Spanish teacher with a French teacher, nearly all of the current problems would be solved 

without significantly altering the Spanish program. There would be a further ability to excel in the 

language, the two French teachers could easily collaborate, and there would be a greater awareness of it 

around the school. The Spanish program may slightly decline, but the benefits gained for the French 

program will far outweigh the cons. Thus, the French program at Leesville Road High school will not be 

an invisible phantom, but a beacon of new knowledge.  


