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The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime 
Logos   Avery Davis 
The most evident rhetorical device used in The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Nighttime is logos. The narrator of the book, Chris, has 
autism which shapes the way he views the world. He doesn’t 
understand jokes, sarcasm, or figurative language which makes him 
explain everything very logically and matter-of-fact. Authors often 
illustrate figurative language in their work to support their use of 
pathos, which is supposed to make the reader feel something. Haddon 
does the opposite by explaining the world through Chris’ eyes as being 
so bleak and bland, that the readers are ensnared in a complex web of 
emotions, though these emotions are ironically absent from the novel. 
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The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime is riddled with 
anaphora. This occurs on pages 5-6 when Chris begins each of his 
sentences with “I said” and page 92 when he starts his sentences 
by repeating the phrase “then I detected.” He doesn’t feel the need 
to add in any unnecessary words that don’t add any important detail 
or drive the plot along. A book review from the NY Times expertly 
explains this significance by stating that “Mr. Haddon has 
deliberately created a story defined and limited by his hero’s very 
logical, literal-minded point of view. The result is a minimalistic 
narrative ... in its refusal to speculate, impute motive or perform 
emotional embroidery.” (Kakutani) 

Attention to Detail   

Haddon utilizes Chris’s amazing memory to recount past events in 
extraordinary detail. Chris informs the reader on page 76 that “my 
memory is like a film” and he has the ability to rewind, pause, and 
play any previous events. This adds an emotional side to the book that 
Chris doesn’t intend to add, but Haddon expertly weaves in. The NY 
Times touches on this subject by saying “Christopher’s inability to lie 
about the events he is recounting and his inability to sentimentalize 
his actions or the actions of others lend the story a visceral, 
stripped-down power, and understated precision that enables the 
author to talk about the big issues of love and mortality and loss 
without sounding maudlin or trite.” (Kakutani) 
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Images   Jiovanni Ortiz 
In The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time, 
images are frequently used to help Christopher convey his 
interpretation of the world around him. Images provide a 
window into the world Christopher lives in, depicting his 
detail-oriented way of life, and how he sees everything as 
maps and diagrams, further portraying Christopher's 
logical approach to his actions. 
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Borrowed from The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time  A Detailed Way of Life 

 

Christopher says in the book that when he goes into a new place, 
he notices every detail, and these images help illustrate that as 
well. For example we don't need to see the shape of every house 
on his street, or how two orangutans look in an advertisement in 
the train station, or even the layout of said train station, but 
Christopher notices these details and his sharing them brings the 
reader into a better understanding of his life. This detail-oriented 
point of view is the main reason Christopher acts the way he 
does, logically instead of emotionally. It also reinforces his lack 
of understanding of the world, since facts and figures, while 
important, rarely ever capture the full picture. 

Logic, not Emotion  Borrowed from The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time 

Christopher’s frequent inclusion of diagrams reinforce his 
decision making process and illustrates why he acts the way he 
does. For instance, Christopher runs away from home because 
he’s scared of his father. This fear is rooted in the fact that 
Christopher’s father killed a dog and lied about his mother's 
death, though his father has never harmed Christopher in any 
way. Christopher heavily weighs his options before deciding to 
run away to London to live with his until-recently dead mother. 
He even makes a diagram listing all of his possible options 
before deciding that running away was the most logical option. 
This process depicts how, while Christopher feels like running 
away because of fear, he restrains himself and ensures that it is 
the best course of action. 
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Emotion  Jada Easley 
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Christopher interprets emotion logically instead of in a pathos 
way. Siobhan his teacher has to draw out emotions and explain it 
to him thoroughly so if he encounters a situation where a person 
is making one of those faces, he understands how they feel. If he 
does not understand how they feel he will walk away because he 
does not want to confuse himself and then he starts to panic and 
he starts to groan and roll on the floor. Him understanding 
emotions logically instead of emotionally is throughout the whole 
book.  For example page 112 when he realized that his mother did 
not pass away and is actually alive writing Chris’s letters he felt 
sadness, low spirits, and  despair but instead of saying the 
emotions  he is feeling he says that he felt “sick” and “giddy”. It 
was like the room was swinging from side to side, as if it was at 
the top of the building and the building was swinging backward 
and forward in a strong wind” says Christopher. 

Tremense Detail   

Christopher is a very observant young boy as he draws out 
pictures so we can see what he is seeing or remembering 
through photographic memory. In the book he is very detailed 
rather than in any other book where they can give you a 
scenario and have you to think about what would happen or it 
ends up having the reader draw out a hypothesis. In the novel, 
Christopher specifically explains everything he says so there is 
no need for trying to figure out what is happening because he is 
telling you what is going on and is also telling you what is going 
on through his mind in a detailed way.  
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Borrowed from:  https://www.slideshare.net Believing in Himself and  Proving People Wrong  

 

Throughout the whole book Chris is being told what he can 
and cannot do but he proves everyone wrong when he 
finishes the advanced math class and does a great job 
passing the test. Everyone felt since he has Asperger’s 
syndrome that it was to his disadvantage but he proved that 
you can achieve anything as long as you believe in yourself.  
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